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REPORT OF THE PROCESDINGS OF THE Send ANNUAL CONFSRENCE held at 
CONTAY HALL, RED LION SQUARE, W.C.1, FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 


30th, 31st MARCH & 1st APRIL, } 
————— FI 
| 
Attendance during Conference, 
Delegates Present Branches Represented 
First Day : 47 23 
Second Day : 41 21 
Third Day 3: 34 19 


Branches not in attendance on the First Day :- 
seccls, Glasgow, Kelvingrové, Swansca, (morning session noneattond- 
ance) Kingston & Nottingham, 
Branches not in attendance on the Second Day :- x 
Secels, Glasgow, “elvingrove, Lewisham, Swansea, West Ham, 
Branches not in attendance on the Third Day ;:- 
ScceLs, Glasgow, sclvingrove, Birmingnem, bartfora, Leyton, Swane 
sca, Nottingham, 
Branches not represented throughout the entire Conference procecd= 
ings := Eccels, Glasgow, Kelvingrove and Swansea, 

Conference Sessions, 


saga eae fae er 11.15,a.m, to 6.p.m, 


First Day :; 

Second Day : eee ee see eee 11.45.a.m, to oe 

Third Day : airs ais aie ae 12 noon to 5.50.p.m, 

Conference Expenses, 

INCOME 3: £ F] 6 2 ad, EXPENDITURE ;: £ $ s : d 

Social & Dance 17 =: °18 +=: «O Hall Hire 52 ~s 6 t fe) 

Canteen 3 EL s 21O Caretaker be : fe) ° 

3 4 taaak : fe) Band 16 t> 36, t (0) 

Donation 16 «+ ©O £8 Delegates Ex 2 : 17 ¢ 6 

Collection Fri,12 : 13; 6 Advertising 1 Pht e 6 

Collection Sat, 7 : 10 : oO Advertising § ~s°-ie® 6 me 

Collection Sun, 6 : 6 3: OQ Advertising 1 3: 18 $¢ 6 © 
£68 +: &§ ¢: 4 £80 : 29. 9 

Debit balance 12 : 14 3: @2 — 
£ 80 s 19 : 6 ry 


me ee eee eee eee ee ee eee oan on nen aw es ws ena 


Conference Chairman = A, George (Bloomsbury) 
Vice-Chairman - E, Guy (Lewi sham) 


ST.NDING ORDERS Committee acted as TELLERS throughout the entire 
' Confcrence proceedings, alll. 


FIRST DAY = morning session, 
REPORT OF THE 52nd EXECUTIVE COMMITTES : 
Te nsstteeetnsreetgeeenreammne 


Se 


( 


1, Executive Committee Moetings - No Action, 
« EXocutive Committee Attendances -« No Action, 


Se Branches, Memb e ship & Organi sation, 


Resolution « BALING BRANCH (floor) "That this Conferenco dopl 
ves the manncr In whioh the Executive Committoe handled the come 
plaint of Ealing Branch on the oleotion of Party officers for 19 
Paling Delegate opening discussion Informed Conference that to t 
knowledge four Fosponst bre Party members voted against the appoint 


nt of Comrade Lake as Party Treasurer, but now this could never} 
erificd owlug to the deplorable state of affairs whith has result 
nm the »otarned ballot papers being lost or destroyed, 
Tslineton Delegate Asked if the General Secretary could furnish 
Purth i Liformation on this matter ? 


General Secreta Reported that the returned ballot papors togother 
with vic count Sheets had been deposited with him after the result — 
had becn announced, this was in effect a departure from usual practe- 
ice, for in past years the Ballot Committee had kept the returned | 
papers locked in the ballot box until the next election, but on this 
occasion there was already anothor ballot in progress, therefore the 
Anntal Ballot returns wero taken out in order to make room in the 
box, The Annual ballot returns were butdled up and lodged in a 
drawer in the General Secretary's office, Since then unused stencil] 
ed copies of %,C, and other reports have been bundled up and sent 

for salvage, its feared that probably the Annual ballot papers wore 
mistakenly added to these itoms of solvage, as a through search of 
Head Office has not brought the missing papers to light, The Gen-= 
eral Secretary apologised to Conference for this lapse of cffeciency 
and gave an assurance that steps have beon taken to ensure against 
this matter accuring in the future, 


y ter Delegate We are expected to take the word of the General 
Ss Tor somthing we have no ovidence for, 
3.C.Menber At the time this was reported to us the E.C, was ve 


—=turbod and looked upon this as'4 serious matter, and we do no 
insend to let such a thing happen again, 


ked, in the light of the information ¢ 
ee san ie ae propared to withdraw their resolut 


Ealing Delegate No. 


50) endorse the previous remarks made 
mspleewhilst I will agree that the matter 4 
ified that the General Secretary will see th 
accure aghin, we should not be too hasty to c 
in mind that the General Secretary and his f 
busy throughout the whole year mistakes ¥ 
regulated sections, I am fully aware of the Gene; 
desire for on effeciently run Head Office anc 

so, therefore I accept his apologies, 


Wickford Delegate We support the resolution as 
qaIte JUseltredTh the oircumstances, a 


Boling Delegate It 4s no answer saying that 


Bloomsbury Delegate In our view this 


6 su eorly on acc 

doing good work, voluntary work toon 
Scisive enou 

Speak of sould not have win re 


motion 4 E nN o8 Party Proaauran >i 


page 2, 


Delegate winding up discussion In reply to the last speaker 

surprised to hear him say such a thing, we are not complaoine 

B about the effeciency of the General Secretary, and we don't 

Ank that there has been any 'jiggery pokery', But we do most 

erte inly deplore that way in which the E,C, handled the matter, and 

f the ©.C, was as concerned about this matter, as two of its members 

have stated, then why did they not declare the vote vold and send 

wo all members fresh voting papers ? We know now that nothing can 
done further in this matter except that we must accept the assure 

: that -Seps have been taken to ensure against future blunders 


tion was then put to the vote and CARRIED 20 » 15, 


RS Committee reportéd at 12noon that 42 Delegates were 
senting 21 Branches, 


. = Sowit yn _& WICKFORD "That the report be adopted" AGREED 


nce slso sgrced that the Delegates from Manchester and one | 
Delegate irém Soushend be allowed to sit, having arrived without 


Islington Delerste Asked permission of Conference to defer his 

Beu.ch* “f0n (No 2 on the Final Agenda) until another Comrade 

fr the Evurcb was in attendance, ds the present delegation preferr= | 
ed this Conumade to open up for them, 
Conference acreed to the request and passed onto next business, 


Paling Dalegnts - Item 4 (c) We note from the membership figures 


g-Vvcu In the =.c.'s revort shat the number remaining at the end of 
the year is 799, "yot we have read in the 'Times! article, that the ches, 


membership of the Party is 1,000 can we have an explanation ? 


Editorinl Committ a tM whe 'Times' correspondent was not told | 

by us at oe “the Tater Lew tue present membership of the Party was 

1,000, but we had given tes several items of Party literature inclu- 

ding . ancl oentae number of the 'gocialist Standard! which quoted F] 
ii: one of the articles the membership as being around 1,000 this was 


move or less correct at that time, 
Item 4 (d) CROUPS : 1 No Action, 
Item 4 (d) INTERNAL PARTY JOURNAL : 14 = ‘Forum! 


Itcm tor discussion G@ = CAMBERWELL BRANCH "Does the Party need two 
Journals ?" 


Camberw Delegate opening discussion It is the opinion of my Branch . wo 
Cee es TaPEy fxs no need ror two journals, the continuation of = ih 
'Forun’ oust in the long run distract members and sap the writing = 
strength for the ‘Socialist Standard’, 


I.P.J. “Committee member It is not true for members to state that 
people wi.d write for the 'Porum' could be writing for the ‘Standard? 
instead, In fact it is true to state that the members who write 2 


for 'Forum! also do much of the writing for the ‘Socialist Standard’, 


Lewishon Delegate As we see it, Canbefwell Branch are opposed to 
TForul.’ Tid no et it is unnetesuary, We consider that it is nece 
essary and therefore will argue for the retention of 'Forum!, 


padcington Delogate We are not married to the idea of retaining 

Forum’, we Saat De happy as a Branch to support Camberwell's other 
item for discussion for a more frequent journal, and would do all we 
could to support such a venture, 


pag 


At the request of o number of Delegates, the General See; e 
to Conference the circular letter sent by Catberwell Bran 
branches concerning this item for discussion, 


iokford Delegate Can we be informed if the sales of "Porm 
asing oi decreasing ? 


A veport corniiaining information on ‘Forum! sales was read, 


cher Dslegate Whilst not necessarily agreeing with Camb 
<5 OF tic opinion that 'Forum! should be discontimut 
‘ar that at ‘present all efforts should be concentrati 


et Standard!, 


“ce membi?, 'Porun! puns at a loss of £4, 10,04 Ve 


: ioiven, Many of the regular contributors to 
ne svovinced Shenselves that they Re i ot with the Party. 8 
: __ oe Seale of writing the preset orum! falls to @ few 


“ ve aid whey also concztbus recalarly to the ‘standard’, 
* ; Bae Of my knowledge Lwayy the requirements of the 
"wOCLOLASe Htanss nr first and Peete Cis 

panene “_Deragaté Personally, I would endorse the remarks of the 


*“e do nee’ two journals, we need one for general 


piv. .ganda il SSC Osaer to keep informed members of the heavier 
theoreticai netvcers, 


we cehoue 4 Doregate We ove of the opinion, that is members want to 
COPING i the publican of 'Porum', then the price of its pro= 
Arson met be dows ¥ ehane members, The Party must not be 

put 2m che pos3. sien 2 Ber. <, sonstantly called upon to meet a deficit 


however amall it muy be, 


Bloomsbury ween When 'rorrm' 4s no longer wanted, the members- 
Rip wili”: te LOOT) ou know, a: they will get rid of ft as quickly 


T.P,7.G6 .thee merbor This discussion has shown two views on” *rorun! 
fone Con ices that LV is a suxury and others who will oppose it on 
any growin. But we sould seriously consider if 'Forum’ still cone 
tinues b> sorve a useful need, we consider that it does, we say that 
it has yet to develope into a ’ controvereial journal, the principles 

of the Party have never been really criticised in 'Porua! for I do 

not eonusider that the cheap mude-slinging of recent date, that some 


1i:: Lo refer to as the controvercy was really controvercial in chrer- 

act xy. in fact it is my opinion, that if younger members of the Party 
hic soceclved better cducation within the Party and had been better : 
jofo-mee, as to the Party position, the recent troubles could not heave. 


anges, Dut we must face the facts, members were not ablé to ¢ 
these “alse arguments, hence they flourished for a while, 
ccul.] .erve a useful purpose to the Party as an educational | 
as a controveretal paper, therefore I ask you to reconsider? ; 
attitude to 'Forum! and give it a chance to show its veri 


Horps*-ad Delegate We are not concerned over the cost of — 
are ccr«crned a the principle, and because of its very né 
want to see it discontinued, We will agree that some of 
articivs have been very good and helpful to monberes: but t 
have eavily have gone into the 'Socialist Standard’, 


E,C.Member I do not accept the view that if we discontinue 
wo ore Wiselentific, But if we reject the ‘Socialist Sta 
a theoretical journal, we are taking up the intellectua 
there are two classes of people to whom we put fo 
tporum! has served its useless purpose, and should £4 


“a 


page 4, 
(Instructed = No 11 on Final Agenda) 
Ommends that in view of the changed char 
the disclaimer which appears at the foot 
Forum' be permitted to the general public and 
] rcetings" 
nstructed) "That the following be added « 
accepted * LOST § = 50; 


Resolution LO8st 18~ 35, 
TS.\D BRANCH {Ploor) "That this Conference recommends 
a) ttce to adolish ‘Forum!’ forthwith" 
P.DDINGT ON BRANCH (Ploor) "That Hampstead Branch's resole 
amended to reac = "That this Conferences recommends that 

ai soontinue d as a seperate publication provided that its 
stical and controvercial character be incorporated in the~ 
Bpociciist Standard! " Amendment LOST by a LARGE MAJORITY, 
Resolution LOST by a LARGER M.JQITY, 


I (Floor) "That this Jonference recomme- 
whe all a Party Poll on the matter of | 
ontinuing the publication of 'Forum' " Lost by a LiRGE M.JORITY. _ | 


. 
‘ 


Morning session of the lst day now stoo¢ adjourned, ; 


iLftermoon session recommenced at 2,p,m, 


Business under discussion = Membership & Organisation, 


: 
Resolution = BIRMINGHAM BRANCH (Instructed = No 1 on Final Agenda’ 
That this Conference affirms that the attitude of the Party towasds ches, 
he problems inherent in the Capitalist system is ;: That such prce t 
blems are not capable of solution within the framework of capitalism 
and mst “oy the very nature of the syatem tend always to intensify, 
affecting with increasing severity increasing numbers of mankind and 
making necessary as a condition of survival the abolition of Capitai- 
ism and the establishment of Socialism" 


Amendnent - KELVINGROVE & FULHAM BRANCHES (Instructéd) 


e resolution, “penderin 1g it 


mpletely sats 
pious, We wish to hear other delegates comments frist before we dise : 
cuss further, 


Bloomsbury Delegate Could the report of the Editorial Committee on 
> Lawler affair be read ? 


Birmingham Delegate We do not need to herr the report read, we dise 


agrce wi € Editorial Committee's arguments in answer to’ oxemenber 
Lawler, on Wars ond Slumps, 


Editorial Committee member We would point out to Conference that 

mo statement Is contained in our reply that says Wars will get vorse, 
Paddington Delegate If we pass this resolution we put ourselves in 
the position of saying that all problems whatever they aro, are ine 


soluble, * This of course includes things like traffic problems, and 
is absurd, 


Leyton Delegate What wé should deal with is the causes of wars and 
Slumps, in my Opinion T, Lawler would be better fitted if he were in 
the Peace Pledge Union, 


Camberwell Delegate I am beginning to have some doubts, it seems 
that as Soon as 8o~ 


as soon e get rid of one bout of controvercy another begins 
to rear its head, 


must take’up a Marxist position 


Hampstead Del gate 1 cc 
== tha posolution as it stands, : 
Southend Délegate The H-bomb is one example of the w-rag 
Soutnen legat The ] 

Capitalisz, : 


Paddington Delegate It seems that 1f we pass this resol 
F gacding another principle, 


Wickford Delegate The wording of this resolution is preftes 


7,c,Member We cannot make a generalisation of such a thing, 
unémplcyment 3 war preparation virtually eliminates it, @ 
is hardly a problem, 
Wanchester Delegate I think the last speaker is quibbling, Capit 
Tsms problems do intensify, 
E,C,Member The resolution is so framed that one can place HOPG Um 
one Interpretation on it, never have the workers been in such @ Dme 
carious position with regards to dbstruction, yet the Napoleomle 
Wars were far more destructive of human life than the second world 
war, Marx was right, we should stick to generalisations and not ' 
wancer into the realms of prophecy, if we take up the line of making) 
prophecies we are already dead, 


E,C,Member We have’a watertight case against Capitalism, regardless 
or this proposition, 


Won-Delegate I consider that’no case has so far been made out by 
ihe movers of this resolution, 


e@ Amendment was then put to the vote and CARRIED 27 + 25; 
@ resolution as Amended was put and CARRIED 34 =~ 13, 


WNDING ORDERS Committee repobted at’3,30,p.m, that 43 Delegates 
© present representing 22 Branches, 


ution = HiMPSTEiD & PADDINGTON "That the report be adopted" 
AGREED, 


for dissussion A,&,B, on the final Agenda was now taken, 
BIRMINGIAM BRANCH "That attitude of the Editorial Committee 
towards Warg and Slumps as outlined in the report to ths Executive 
Cémnittee on Lawler's open letter" 
2, = MANCHESTER BRANCH "Do slumps and wars become worse under Cap-= 
{telism 7" 


Sirmingham Delegate opening discussion We are in general agreement 
vith the Eaitorial Committee, In thinking that this was just another 
amie of those controvercies that are raised from time to time by 6xe 
rembers, 3ut we contend that if we cannot state that th’ problems 
of Capitalism get worse, we will become a Party of reform, 


Yenchestor Delegate There are three attitudes on this question, Is) 
mere anything to prevent members from saying that the problems of 9 
apitalisn get worse ? I have no evidence that Lawler's contentions © 
’e correct, The price of democracy is eternal vigilance, and the © 
re Parsy members concern themselves with these igeas the ¥¢ a 
ve we zot a set linc, in regrd to abticles for the 'Standard* — 
why ras the article referred to by Lawler rejected ? oe 


‘oria: Committee membpr Answering the last speaker, we have ale 
¥ Ouslaned in detail the reasons for the article not being pub 
'd ond this information can be reed in our report sent tou 


who accepted it and sent copies to all Branches, But 
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‘minds on this matter I will briefly outline the major 

f the report, The article in question, did not deal 

$ and Slurps but dealt with a disphte amongst gas workors, 
tences of the article contained statements likley to cause 
Sion if not fully explained or elaborated on, so the Editorial 
ttee returned the article to Lawler with their comments and 
Bzested alternatives, the Editorial Committee had no quarrel with 
e remainder of the article and had the matter set up feady for 
ublication, subject to Lawlers reply and alteration of the two 
sentences in question, When Lawler eventually did reply he refused 
to alter the article in any way, therfore the Editorial Committee 
took the matter to the B.C, who approached Lawler again on the matter 
informing him that they endorsed the Editorial Committee's comments, 


Lawler replied, déclining to alter the article and dema.ding that 
it be not printed, 


Laling Delegate Do we understand from the Manchester Delegate that 
ho Is In favour of putting articles in the 'Socialst Standard! which 
are not agreed with by the majority of the membership ? 


Manchester Delegate I am of the opinion that articles should go into 
the "Socialist Standard! even if they are not agreed to by the maje= 
ority of the membership, 


Lewisham Delegate Do you want us to say that slumps are going to 
get worse, if So, how are you going to explain a small slump ? 


Hackney Delegate One cannot answer scientific questions with aye or 
nay, What do you mean by stagnation ? The Capitalist system has 
not stagnated, this is a misuse of terms, if you state that crises 


get worse, then jou must be prepared to explain why crises don't 
always get worse, 


E,C,Member What do we mean by Wars ? The problems become more 
and more Intense, we cannot estimate the tendencies of Capitalism 


we don't know anything sbout it, nobody here has suggested that things 
must get worse as time goes by, 


E.C.,Member It Ras been said that we errect Aunt Sallies in order to 
knock them down, But we were answering the points put up by Lawler 
the Editorial Committee does not lay down restrictions about what 
should go into the 'Socialist Standard! the £,C, is always consulted 
if need arises, in this case the Committee sought guidance from the 
E.C. Wecsay that crises etc,,, are unpredictable, not that they 
get worst or better, we do not hold the view that capitalism can 


solvé its problems, in fact these prophecies do not do the Party any 
good, 


The discussion on Wars & Slumps having closed the 
Conference returned to the Islington Branch reso» i 
lution that had been deferred from the morning session, 


Resolution - ISLINGTON BRANCH (Instructed = No 2 on Final Agenda) 


"That this Conference instructs the Executive Committee to invésti- 
gate and overhaul, if necessary, the structure of the Party, i.e, 
the number of Branches and the effectiveness of same, with a view 

to reducing the njmber where advisable, thus minimising the admin-~ 
istrative work, e,g, where two branches are adjacent an amalgamation 
would probably result in less money being spent and less time of 
Comrades acting as Branch Officials " 


Amendment = FULHAM BRANCH (Instructed) Delete all after the word 
"game" In line 3, 


Islife*on Delegate opening discussion We are opposed to the amend= 
tenb,. 


B.C,Morm.-r (speaking at the request of Islington, with Conference 
permission) 


c-Oy Sm 


xmalgamation might save money by cutting down the branches iy 
the London arca, and would most certainly reduce the amount of 
paper work that at present goes out from Head Office to 

Branches, larger Branches could help towards getting better 


propaganda results than at present maintained, 


Hackney Delegate We have already had a committee set up andy 
Thvcstigate tlis proposal, and their report showed no likeli= 
hood of success, I feel that this proposition is largoly a 
waste of Conference time, 


Paddington Delcgate 
reduce membership, 


Amalgamation would be the best way to 
eave the branches as they are, 


Fulham Delegate Some method of making branches more effective 
In their propaganda work is urgently needed, if anything mako 
them smaller and more of them, the smaller they are thé better 
they work, large branches tend to harbour lazy members, 


Voting on the amendment was taken = being LUD 9 = 46; 
Voting on the resolution was also LOST I4= 42, 


Rosolution =: Litcit3 GREEN (Instructed = 3 on Final Agenda ) 


"That 4 New Premises Committee be appointed with a view to 
obtaining Head Office Premises in a Central part of the 
London Postal Area" LOST I7 = 27 


Resolution - EALING BRANCH (Instructed = 4 on Pinal Agenda) 


"That the 1956 Autumm Delegate meeting be held at 52, Clapham 
High Street" CARRIED 49 = 6 


Resolution -'/ICWGiD BRANCH (Insbructed - 5 on Final Agenda) 


"That no member of the Armed Forces can be admitted to 
membership of the Party and any member of the Party joining 
the Armed Forces should forfeit his merbership" Lost 13 = 41 


Resolution = BLOOMSBURY (floor) "That this Conference urgos 
the £,C, to at once go forward with organising a Central London’ 
Mass Meeting dealing with the present Russian problems" AGREED, 


PROPAGANDA : (General) 


Southend Delegate To improve our propaganda we need more speakers 
and writers, the idea of getting on to the platform and speak is 
to endeavour to make Party members, 1t should be the duty of every 
Party member to make at least one member a year, , 


Item for discussion I = Camberwell 
"The possibility of widening the Party's May Day activity" 


Camberwell Delegate It is the view of the Braneh that the P 
Should cndeavour to widen its May Day activities, and take 7 
advantage of the advertising scope it provides, we should make 
all out effort to place the Party's name before workers who at 
May Rallies etc, J a 


Bloomsbury Delegate We should organise something that pe 
sould -Seo- One Tollow, don't lets be afraid to make a splas 
would I'm sure get results, ie 
Resolution + PADDINGTON BRANCH (floor) "That since the P 
General has expressed his willingness to re-open the qu 


broadcasting facilities for small political parties, thi 
urges the B,C, to reenew efforts to obtain such facilitios 


Item for discussion J = Hackney "Canvassing” 
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Delegate This 1s the mixture as before argument, if we 
p canvassing seriously we could increase the sales‘*of the 
alist Standard' by about I,000 in a couple of years, Some 


ches were atreddy showing good results with this section of 
ty Propaganda, 


fhe Friday session now stood adjourned at 6,p,m, 


Saterday Morning session commenced at II-45,o,m, 


Business under discussion 5end, £,C,Report, = Premises, : 


Woolwich Delegate Asked why there was no report on Premises, 
Td what has Soon done about obtaining estimates from Agents 
for new premises, 


Premises committee were not present to answer, The question was 
noted, 


Finance = A ppendix 'B'! on Final Agenda, 


Manchester Delegate ouyestioned the loss on Dues, 


In the absence of the Party Treasurer E,C,member Comrade 
Lawrence gave some information - the delegate from Manchester 
intimated that he was satisfied with the reply, 


Ealing Delegate We are satisfied that the E,c,. have done all 
they can to effect collection of dues, the Master form 'c! not 
issued this year was of great use to the Conference, therefore 
the E,.C, should try to get one out each year, 


Resolution - EALING BRANCH (floor) "That this Conferencé regrets 
the non-=pubif{cation of the annual summary of Forms 'C'", AGREED, 


PUBLICITY: 

Item for discussion = K = Lewisham Branch 

"The advisability of advertising on London Transport” 

Lt the request of Delegates the General Secretary outlined 

the scheme approved by the E,C. for advertising on certain ‘bus 
' and train routes of London Transport, he read to Conference the 

relevant E,C. reports and Reports and quotations from the 
4 Publicity Committee, 


; Resolution = EALING & HAMPSTEAD (floor) "That consideration of 
; the amendments to nules be deterred until the afternoon session” 


AGREED, 
Resolution = CAMBERWELL BRANCH (Instructed - I2 on Pinal Agenda) 
"That the Parliamentary Committee have continuous control of all 


monies donated to the Parliamentary Fund subject only to the 
supervision of the Executive Committee", 


Camberwell Delegate opening discussion We are of the firm opinion 
that the Parliamentary Tome etEe should be a working committee, 


and should be preparing those constituencies to be contested between 


elections, and we are of the opinion that all monies donated for 
Parliamentary activity should only be used for that purpose, 


Manchester Delegate The party should not be tied down to one 
aPeroular Ind oF activity, all money donated or collected for 
the Party should go into one fighting fund for Socialism, in fact 
into the General Fund, 


nner srt a ena aa > in 


at 
- 
aiak 


vy oi ms oe . 
Ha mostead Delercate We are generally agreed with the Cambe 21 
reat 3 roped on, in fact:we are of the opinion that other 
? funds should be raided to help the Parliamentary fund rathor: 


the reverse, 


Faling Delegate There is something in Camberwells arguments, bub 
|  Whatv purpose is served in having seperate funds ? 


Resolution = Wickford & Islington "Next Business" 
—_ LOST by a LARCS MAJORITY. 


Resolution = Hampstead "That the vote be taken” See 
CARRIED by a LARGE MAJORITY. 
Resolution No I2 was now voted on and LOST I4 = 36 


Resolution = BRADFORD BRANCH (Instructed = I3 on Final Agenda) 


"That this Conference recommends that a series of small posters - 
foolscep size = be produced for bill-posting", 

Manchsstor Delegate Asked, is it true that bill-posting is illegal ? 
= He Was informed by the Chairman that it was not, were he suggesting — 
fly-posting tnen it would be true to say that it was illegal, 


Southerd Delegete This is not an important issue, branches can“do 
this (focally, tiis need not have appeared on Conference Agends, 


Camberwell Delerrse ‘ye must at all times get the Party's name 
Before tie puslic, nnd no method is too trivial, 


Islington Delegate This resolution is meaningless, 
Voting was taken on the resolution and CARRI=D 


ps ee 
AMGNDM=NTS TO RULE were now considered (Instructed) 


Hampstcad & $,W.London "That Rule 20 be deleted" 
S,W.Lonion "That Evles 4,8,14,15,16,18,26,31,32, & 33 be ammended” 


N.B. The deletion of Rule 20 would do away with the Autumn Delegate 
Meeting and the list of supplementary a mendments’ seeks to delete 
' all reference from. the rules to delegate meetings, 08 

Hampst°ci Delesate We hope this amendment is carried as we feel 

thee “ocr co 3G time Delegate Meetings are largely a waste 

of time and money could be more usefully spent on other Party 
activiuv:, a adi 


F '< "4 
3Sohbhend Delerite Hampstead's contribution is a most retra res 
Step, we aré certainly going to oppose this amendment to Rule 20 
oo : - 
3,\¥,.London Delegote, If members want the Delegate meetings 
they socuid sur Jort.them, in the past few years very few 
attended, and last year the attendance was terrible, 


Vanchester Detegate We must oppose this retrogade step, i 
sontinus them now we may not be able to re-commencs the at 
late, ~~ 


Cingston Delegate We should make the E.C, report to 
ie BROT eet our meetings and hammer out Party Policy 
ceep sniping, we should get ourselves and the B,C, on its 0 


1,Cewermer Delegate meetings are very necessary, I per 
Telecine tiem they enable the Party membership to 


Amendment to Rule 20 was now put to the voi 


= aul 


page I0, 


recd by Conference that in the light of the previous 
that the other ameridments relating to the Delegate 
automatically falls, 
Southend & Wickford “That Rule 22 be amended to read as 

s e entitled to send three delegates 
he Annual Conference, irrespective of size of branch,Delegates 
st have been menbers for at least six months proceeding the 
onference, Delegates shall not vote on matters arising from the 
A genda, but shall take full notes of the proceedings, The Executive 
Comittee shall then circulate to all branches a report of the 
conference @iscussions not later than six weeks after the said 
conference, together with a ballot paper containing all resolutions 
and amendments which shall be voted on at a special meeting to be ~ 
held at each Branch within four weeks of the receipt of the report, 
he Ballot Committee shall add the total of votes in respect of 
ach resolution and the decision be made on the basis of a simple major- 
ty 


} 

} 
a 
e 
p § 


Jmendmont = Pulham Branch Delete in line one "three delegates" dnd 


sudstitute instead "two delegates" LOST I3 = 39, 
Amendment LOST 23 ~ SI, 
to Rule 22 


STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE reported at’2.30,p.m, that 4I delegates 

were present representing 2I Branches, 

Resolution <= Kingston *% Paddington "That the report be pee 
AGREED, 


Islington Branch Rule 26 That lines 6 & 8 commencing "The Executive 
Comrttes" and ending “of Ballot Papers" be deleted, Also the 
subsequent sentence commencing "At such meetings" and ending "be 
tabled" 


Voting was taken on the Islington amendment to Rule 26 being 
LOST 6 = 40 


Camberwell Rvanch That rule 28 be anonded by deleting all softer 
the word "Constituency" In Tine 4 in order that the Party can contest 
where there are less mambers than necessary" 


Camberwell Delegate We are fully aware that we want Socialists to 
Sign nomination papers, but we are of the opinion that not only 
Party members are socialists, and therefore we should allow non- 
party sympathizers known to support the party to sign nomination 
papers, 


Voting was taken on amendment to rule 28 and LOST I9 = 32, 
LITERATURE ¢ 

Hampstead Delegate Asked if anything had been done with regard to 
the use of nowsprint ( see item 6b on &,C, report to Conference ) 
Editoriol Committee member informed the Dalegate and Conference 

of the steps boing taken with regard to obtaining samples of news- 


print ond other cheaper papers and reminded the Conference that 
the matter wes still under consideration with the B,C, 


Resolution = Paddington Branch (floor) "That this Conference 
Focommendas that the series of articles on 'Crises' which appeared 
' _ in 'Forum', be concluded, suitably amended to form a composite whole, 
and published as a pamphlet by the Party" 


Paddington Delegate We are of the opinion that the subject is of 

j Importance to aa Party, and that this question of ‘crises! is going 

th to be a topical question in the near future, We have nothing avail- 
able for the Party on this subject, therefore it is our view that 

this is the best kind of pamphlet that the Party could publish at 

the moment, : 


The resolution was pat to the vote and CARRIED with one dissentient, 


Oo 
Item for discussion E - Paddington Branch 4 Sfp 3 
CASS *% 
"the tgocialist Standard! - its function and scope" ¥ F UK 
| bo Sf fe 
"Socialist Standard! aes Py 
: % 


Paddington Delegate opening discussion, The 
contents have changed, but the outside has no explaination for these. ~~~ 
changes, it must have variety, which at present it lacks, Wess 
A 4 
Hackney Delegate Who are the people who think we have changed our WP 
vicws ? I certainly would not like to see these articles, say, 5 "YW 
opposing the Declaration of Principles, in the "Socialist Standard!, Sh, 
) 


The younger members of the Party could re-read 


Bloomsbury Delegate 
the old rStandasds” they are not fundamentally wrong, in particular 


the woman question, 


Hacknoy Nelegate ‘We don't think the "s,s" should be published 
more freq wuently, i 
Fulham Delegate The 'Socialist Standard' has only a limited appeal 


Az the converted, because it is not topical, we can only be topical 
by publishing a weekly paper, and that at present is not possibic, 


bradford Delegate But wo should still try to make the "s,s," more 
opical 
Vc should have a page of Correspondence, letters 


Paddington Delegate JV 
from EH public and such like, 

Southend Delegate We should have a much bigger 'gocialist Standard’ 
why not go Baek to the sort of paper we got out in I9T4 ? 
Paddington Delegate The ‘Socialist Standard’ won't give you a clear 
picture 6 @ partics past, 


Manchester Delegate We are opposed to a more frequent ‘Socialist 
Standard! on the grounds of practicability, 


Ealing Delegate Before we can talk of the increase in the size of 
tho—"Socieltst ocLalist Standard!’ we should consider the increase in its sales, 


Editorial Committec member It would be very bad to have controv- 
érsial articles in the "S.s,', the Editorial have p2 Reve  Shpeea ge Ae 
su 22 


continue to appeal to members to specialise on different 
and to write on them, correspondents never scem to write short lett 


rather they write lengthy articles, — 


Baitorial Committee member If you cut "8.8," in’ 
cu é costs boy half, you have a voor Le 
the problem by distributing it, you would have to 
time at Head Office and a full time paid editor, 


Resolption - Ealing Branch (Instructed 6 on Fin 


"That this Conference instructs the Exccutive 
a Central Literature Sales Committee with the 
reference (I) to consist of five members (2 
once 9 month to the Executive Committee (5) 
all existing Literature Committees (4) to col 
Socialist standards produced each month, thé: 
publicity (5) to inerease the sale of the 
Litorature by stimlating Branch efforts in 
methods (6) to keep records of all sales ai 


summary with their report to cach Annual C 


Amendment - &8,W.London brea nch Dele 
and insert instcad the word "q arter 


page Ie, 
rlogete opening discussion The resolution 1s solf-cx lu 


J; wo CV sa, 20 With Uhe amendment, we are of the opinion 
oq monthly report is necessary, 


-r Thts committee is going to take an unusual step, it 
-.ing vis decisions regarding tho 'Socialist Standard! out 

“a. hands of the Executive Committee which is a precedent that 
not agree with, 


. oer It is not a wise method to lay down instructions with 
mara to such a committee, it seems to show that you are dissatis- 
fied with your Executive Committee, 


cline Delerate Baling Branch feels no antagonism towards the E,C, 
chis mavvcr all we want is a centralised committee, 
Amendment was put to the vote and LOST 81 - 26 
Original motion put to the vote and CARRIED 46 = 6 


icsolution - Fulham Branch (Instructed - 7 on Final Agenda) 


"That this Conference instructs the Executive Committee to set up a 
subscommittce of the Executive Committee responsible for advertising 
in the ‘Socialist Standard® * LOST 7 = 47 


Resolution = Hackney Branch (Instructed - 8 on Final Agenda) 


"Thet this Conference urges the Executive Committee to publish a 
series of introductory leaflots, either for free dftatribution, or 
for a small price, suitable for Branch canvassing and distribution 
at public meetings" 
Amendment - Pulham Branch (Instructed) Delete in line I the word 
"ryros” and insert inateaa the word "instructs", 
Amendment « Xelvingrove (Instructed) Dolete in lines 2 and 3 the 

; Welthor”™ ano “for a small price”, 
fmenadment - Lewishem Branch (Instfucted) That this Conference urges 
Thc “xocutive Comm ttee to give consideration to the publication of 
Party leaflets suitable for Branch canvassing and distribution at 
public meetings, for which e smell charge is to be made", 


Voting wos taken as follows :- Lewisham Amendment LOST 9 = 40 
Amendment Kelvingrove LOST I7 - S3 Amendment Fulham 
Original motion nace} = 22, 


wd 46 


Resolution = Bloomsbury Branch (Instructed - 9 on Pinal Agenda) 


"That in the opinion of this Conference Literature of the leaflet 
type is extremely useful in the propaganda work of the Party, and 
the Bxecutive Committee are therefore urged to take all possible 

steps to increase the present range of such literature” CARRIED 46 = § 
Resolution Bradford Branch (Instructed IO on Pinal Agenda) 


"That this Conference regrets that no action hes been taken rogard- 
ing the publication of a serics of leaflots on the lines suggested 
by the Bredford Branch® CARRIED I5 «= I2 


The Saterday session now stood adjourned at 6,p,m, 
Thire and last sossion commenced at I2 noon Sunday 


STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE gave an oral report shortly after I2 noon, 
the report being adopted on the motion of Hackney & Southend AGREED, 


. letter was read from Kelvingrove Branch oxpressing their reasons 
for not being able to attend Conference, and asking for their votes 
to be recorded, 


QD he es 


Pago 


should be the policy of the =.C, to Ww 
er aa Delegate | 1e proviretal Branches, to see if they Peg 


at i SOF eg fo 1, As gates etc, : § 
“orcy BRANCH (flcor) "That this Conference Pecom a ; 

Reset ag Soa pe Soh atone Senin Bronches regre - , 

bie SRR pide on , waste to aend avlegates to Annual Conference; “ 

be , ak c eae yoting was too late to be recorded, We also su Od 

ee + in futuee years the B.C, offers to pay all expenses inelv "* 

loss time at work to enable at least one Delegate to attend Py 

a 7 CARRTED with ove Viasentient 


..O,Moxber Now that the party is committed to the idea of Leaties 


wo ’ + “ind gome fresh avenues of propaganda, 
Blocwebury TP “ate In the past the B,C, did not wait to be 
if Giytlas A.= sé" the B.C. got something out q uickly, You have 


remedy in you hands, issue articles which have been written recent] 


E,C,Merber JT would not like to see a resolution from the f1l00r 


Titting the imme of leaflet’that we can produce, To dabe 7D Raven 
dene the drawings in tne $8.8, I think it would be a good 1Gee seas 
members whis arc cape>le of drawing, were to put thefr names foi 


so that a list of such members could be drawn up, 


Classes Organisor Gave detailed information on the new syllabus 
and Party education generally, he exlpained that one of the main | 


problems was the serious shortage of Party Tutors, Nothing was don 
last year because members had shown little response, 


j a8 
7s 


Lewisham Delegate The whole success of the classes will depend 
Targely on the interest shown by members, — 


Islington Delegate I should like to see reports of these ol 
pubiished in the Yorum', 


Manchester Delegate I wonder if some method could be evolve 
that provincial mémbers could take part in this course of st 


if a bibliography of the classes could bé sent to Provincial 
Branches this would be a help to members, 


E.C,.Member We must also consider that there has been no wri 
class for some time now, and such a class can be carried o 

correspondence classes should not be confined just to Lo 

if support is not given such a scheme is a waste of t 
members would not be so embarrassed in answering ques 
had the knowledge, which so many members lack, the ai 
is to guide members in their reading as much as 


West Ham Delegate Does the Classes Organisor f 
or ead Office at Clapham militates against ed 


Would trying a more Central spot help to stimual 2 


Classes Organisor 4 more Central place might he: 


e Journey to Head Office puts off some n 
in North London, 


Bloomsbury DélLeghte This syllabus shows’p 
mote speakers ond writers for the Party, 


Palmers Green Delegate I attended at the creo 
Sut IFT had Deon expected to travel to Clap 
certainly have missed some of the Classes e 


ee bere If members are interested 
come a Culties, but if it helps tor 
I'm sure they could be arranged, % 
NonsDelegate Study circles could be set ur 
OWinelal members tend to feel they ar 


is where help from London Comrades can 1 
enee cources, 


Aas A 
UIT. 


—— r pases = — - 


’ Provineial members have not been 
0 phe at the classes and : 
“ranches, also @ condensed collecti 
-opared for publication Ma pent | te ae et as 

‘3 and members attending should find it extremely 


- +ivo a considerable distance from Head Office and like 
_o this is an important considération, but I think it 
ifficult to get a central ace, Members know where Head 
and if they have the will they will most certainly find 
cna any difficulty, The usé of a recorder is something 
-lal Branches could look into, 


‘ion = West Ham & Palmers Green Branches (floor) 


this Conference recommends the E,C, to consider the possibility 
ring a room at Conway Hall for holding classes" : 
CARRIED I3 = 3. 


_ DING ORDERS COMMIT?PER reported at 3.p.m, that 54 Delegates 

re presén epresenving I9 Branches, 

esolutién - nied & Pon Ham "That the report be adopted" AGREED, 
a 


— t been too 
‘cst Ham Delegate In the past few years classes have no 
successful, nende the reason for our wanting to try this new venture, 


a " 
Ttem for diseussion L = PADDINGTON BRANCH "The Value of Summer Schools 
1 
ference 

Re - NGTON ‘BRANCH (floor) "That this Con 
PeCommanill ener eae ®.C, should endeavour to organize @ summer 
school this year” 

the opinion that 

ate opening discussion We are of 

Laan ere are uestul vo the Party and help to ereate csp gel 
spirit amongst members, we also throw out the suggestion . Re: 
sohooll are held at aiff erent places each year, perhaps nea 


provincial branches, 
' tress the 
ate Like the previous speaker I can't 8 
islingt one oF the Party enough, and hope that these schools pana 
oat be started, The social activity of the Party is in my opinion 
very 4mportant, 


if the schools 
elegate I Agree that it would be of some use . 
Ln - a ferent place each year near to provincial branches, 


paddington Delegate It might be a good idea to run a school near to 
Noternohen; But T co not think it would be too°>wise to run schools’ 
too far from London, as it would deter many members from attending, 
Voting was taken on the resolution and CARRIED nem com, 


ORGANISATIONS OVERSEAS 


Overseas Secretary gave e_dct2ilva and lengthy report on the activ- 
ities in some of the Companion Parties, 


General Secretary rcad to Conference fraternal Greetings from 


Comrades in Vienna and the Socialist Party of Irel 
: and df 
Comrade Hart in Johannesburg, South arth, i dhe 


pe sg Tslington & Hampstcad (floor) "That this Conference 

Scameet aa rartenat a Secrctary to send fraternal greetings to all 

greetings". S, to Comrade Frank in Vienna and we sending 
BED, 

Hamps 


tead Delegate can any £.C, 


members give me a repl t 

ap Ree Eee ; y as to wh 

rene a Pine May. 7 or if anything has been done, = what ? with 
p alist Party of New Zealand and the Party Poll on 


membership and the Declaration of Principles, 
General Secretar Read to Confefence all the relevant correspondang 
on the matter and outlined the E,d¢ decisions to date, 

E.C,Member It is not enough to wait for a reply from Wellington 
Branch, to our letter which they have so far ignored, This 
Conference should recommend the E,C,to write to them again, for they 
have quéstioned the right of the Party to take a poll of the Party, 


the E,C, should in my opinion immediately re-open the matter and 
get a decision one way or the other, 


iS) 


4 


Resolution - HAMPSTEAD BRANCH (floor) "That this Conference views 

with concern the criticisms by the 8,P.N,Z,. of the 1955 Party Poll on 

the D, of P, and membership of the Party, and recommends the E.C, 

to give this matter its ubgent attention to bring it to a satisfactory 
conclusion" 


Hampstead Delegate opening discussion Wellington Branch do not accept 
the question posed in the Party Poll, therefore members of the Party 
will be condoning the attitude of the S,P.N,Z, if they agree with 
them that members can remain in the Party if they accept the @ject 


but want to reject the Declaration of Principles in whole or in part, 


Islington Delegate Wev’vere concerned with those members who had shown: 
themselves to 85 in opposition to the Party but not necessarily to 
those who had some disagreement, many members of the Party have 
disagreement over some aspects of the Party case, and this may be 


possibly true of the S,pN.Z. members, 


E.C,Member I am of the opinion that some members are not fully 
Informed of the position, it is not a year since the £,G, wrote to the 
S.P.N.Z. and incidentally, the §.P.N.Z have not received an atom of 
support from any of the other Companion Parties, No, they have not 
dis-associated themselves from the Party, they have only done what 

a lot of other members have done, that is to dis-associate them= 
selves from a certain decision taken by the P arty, I urge that wo 
wait and sce what happens in the future with this matter, 


Hampstead Delegate We can only conclude from the last speakers ~ 
remarks, that a nice red herring has been drawn acress the trail, 


Paddington Delegate We have no wish to see this controversy 
up Gath. the Party is in bad enough shape here, without sta 


a witch=hunt overseas, Mites 
Si ee 


E,.C,Member ff this is an issue of any importance the 
deal with it, I suggest to you that the B,C, has take 
line in this matter, and I therefore ask you to en 
wo think that thé matter should now end, as far as 
concerned, the E,C, have made our position clear t 
other Companion Parties have disagreed with the Pr 
we hold’that there is no case for saying that the 
with us, as it is at the moment they are a Sociali 
hore, and I for one see no further evidence to the 


Lewisham Delegate I think that the Paddington Del) 
& cowardly one, and I deny that the Party is in bad 
a 


E,C,Member Without being too emotional, we might 
tip to @ fact that we hear an acho coming from es 
we should face it with a senso of proportion, the E, 
written to Wellington, and they have not forgotten t 
we were to come out and rejected the 8.P.N.Z, som 

as clarifing the matter, I suggest you let we. 
Socialists a long way away, are liable to get tk 
E.C,Menber It is implicite in the &8.P.N.Z, le 
Opposing the D,of P,, therefore we have on Pr 

&® Companion Party declaring that they wi 


2 


sf 


page,16, 
‘©. . us if we do not change our decision,I. claim ¢ 
two SocLalists who understand th Papert pM son peed 


t : han a thousand menbers who 
wtLlihg about, If a member of the working class came to 
.ton Branch and, said they agreed 


with the Declaration of Princ- 
ut not with clause 6 what would they do? : 
neton Delegate 


din I am sorry if my statement that the Party is in 
shape has Deen taken by some members to mean something which I 


ot in mind, I only thean by that statement that we have enough 
‘Oo here at the moment, 


ackney Delegate 


The only action we can take is when members show 
ml nately disagree with the Party, I say let them take the 
rirst step, 


Hampstead Delegate winding u 
tna @ #.G, has forgo 
non-soclalists in the Party I want 


discussion I am still of the opinion 

@ matter, and if there are II5 
to see them out, when we find out 
hat the §.P.N.Z,. is going to do, then we can deal with Fulgash Branch 
who have supported the view of Wellington, I cannot see how E,C, 
members can support a decision to let the matter wait, in the light 
of what the letter stated, 


. 


Voting was taken on the resolution and it was LOST 6 - 20, 


Item for discussion C - ISLINGTON BRANCH 


"Correspondence with Over- 
seas parties and Contacts 


The Overseas Sécretary gave detailed information relating to 
See 


Hackney Delegate (recently joined from Bobet.) 


> e ined the S.F.G.B. 
} = Socialist party of Ireland have now jo a é 
wie tdebomeaiied etal mony staunch members in Ireland, and I have regular 
correspondence with them, they are continuing to anee maekanee at 
the Boilermaker Hall in Dublin, and recently I was able to pin up 


at Head Office a series of newspaper cuttings which’mentioned these 
meetings and other activities of the Irish Comrades, 


*beca fosd in up the names 
ton Delegate Would it hot-bcca “050 idea to p 4 
ie esecas contacts so that meribers could regularly correspond 
with fellow socialists overseas, 


It seems that the 


Gonference Chairman now called upon’the Conference for the adoption 
of the Executive Committee's report, 


Resolution - Lewisham & Islington "That the report be ae gaa 
AGREED, 
OTHER BUSINESS : 


Baling Delegate We wish to raise the matter relating to the 
Iséiston with 


E.¢'s 
regard to the request from a Mr,Halliwell, 

We understand from the correspondence 
that Mr,Halliwell wrote requesting that he may study Party documents 
for the prepabation of a thesis, the E.C's answer was not only, in 
our opinion, unnoccssarily terse, but dangerous, as it could be 
misinterpreted, The E.C, said in its reply that-we can have no control 
‘over Mr, halliwell, of course this also dpplies to the recent 
‘interview with the 'Times' correspondent, We have boasted thousands 
of times at our meetings that we have nothing to hide and that all 
_— ig - relation to the Party is open to inspection, 

g& g@ tO square 2 H > e . Wa ma 
agreed that it mcht be difficult to provide feettdc setae we are 


2 provide facilitios tut if that 
is the only reason, why was this action taken by the B.C, ? 
Non=Delegate I was a member of th 

: 2 nemb > 5.C, that passed that decisi 

dU adisagréoed wit cu a j . a 
eakshs Gack” with it, we threw away the chance of cheap : 


pa 


Islington Delegate We are of the opinion that if a Party member 
were fo write such a thesis, we stand a chance of getting somo 
propaganda value out of it, 


E, CoM ber There is one thing we have alweyp ‘guarded very carefully 
is dur reputation, the danger lies in the fact that an pen 
sonia place a very different interpretation on the Part's caso, 


I think we dre making a great deal of fuss about 
to no purpose, 


Lewisham Delegate 
8 mattcr, anc 


. 


.C,Member I fully support the resolution passed by the # Ce on yr, 
shee the difference between this matter and the 'Times! 
that we mew what the 'Times' wanted, but we did not know what 
Halliwell wanted we only kmew that he was @ schoolmaster, that ho 
had one degree and wantcd another in order to get more money, We 
ore not in a position to grant him facilities for study, that could 
last for many months or a:couple of years at least, with the chance 
being that his finished thesis if accepted and published might be 
derogatory to us, 


E.C,Member I crfte whelch rtcd2y.vitin the views of sniinig Grancn 
and if someone does write a thesis that is derogatory to us we mast 


accept it, any publicity is better than none, 


Paddington Delegate I think that Baling Branch's views are valid, a 
flstortan should be an impartial observer, we should not be worried 
by what they might say, we have enough propaganda experience to refute A! 
any misunderstandings, ; 


Baling Delegate winding up discussion We are informed from that al 
ended $ ruled out of order, “but many 
irrelevences have been brought in during this discussion, We have 
nothing further to say as we are satisfied that we have made known 
our displeasure, 


Conference adjourned at 5, pre m, having dealt with the & .C.roport .y 
and all items on the Final Agenda, : 


Goneral | Secretary... 


